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Sunbury Basketball Association 
SBA Grading Policy 
Introduction
The aim of this policy is to create a structured, fair and motivated environment that supports the holistic development of players.
This policy document will outline the roles of the Grading Committee (GC) and Junior Delegate Committee (JDC) in determining the grades for each junior team in the Sunbury Basketball Association (SBA) domestic competition.
Grading Committee
The GC shall be appointed by the SBA Board of Management. The GC shall comprise a Grading Chair which will be the Domestic Competition Officer and another one or two expert volunteers who oversee grading discussion but do not vote. Each junior domestic club will provide one GC member. Only these club representatives will vote on grading matters with one vote per club.
The GC at a minimum will meet after every grading round of the Summer season, and after round 3 of each of the Summer and Winter seasons. They will also meet prior to the Winter season to assess changes to grades, including promotion and relegation of teams.
The GC will read team player lists submitted by the JDC and allocate GC members to view selected grading games to aid their decision making outside of meetings.
The GC will submit their final allocated grading lists to the JDC for review and endorsement.
Junior Delegate Committee
The JDC will provide the GC with the most factual information about each team’s potential division, team playing list, previous grade played by the team and the VJBL players from the previous or current VJBL season in each team.
The JDC will engage with the GC if necessary to finalize any grading issues.
The JDC will receive any clubs appeals about grading decisions and have the ability to consult the GC to aid decisions to accept or deny the appeal.
Grading Games in the Summer Season
Coinciding with the annual change of age group, there will be three grading games at the start of each Summer season, which begins at the start of the fourth school term each year.
The chair of the GC along with the expert one or two expert volunteers will determine the grading matchups for each round, which will best enable determination of grades in each age group. They will have the fixture set by Wednesday prior to each Saturday fixture during these rounds.
The GC will monitor games including viewing selected matches in person by a representative.
The GC chair will prepare a summary of results for the GC to review following each round.
Following the third and final grading round, the GC will present their final grades to the JDC for endorsement. Once the JDC have endorsed the final grades, the Domestic Competition Officer will fixture rounds 1-3 of the regular Summer Season.
Divisions will have a maximum that allows each team to play each other once (number of regular season rounds plus one).
During the grading phase, the mercy rule will be 20 points and will only be applied from a dead ball situation, consistent with SBA By-Law 8.18a.
Regular Season
The Regular Season is defined as the main part of the season, excluding grading rounds and finals, which contribute to the ladder and finals qualification for teams.
No changes to grades, nor appeals to grading can occur until after Round 3.
The GC will meet following Round 3 of the regular season to re-evaluate grades and make changes where they see fit. GC members may propose grading changes to teams from their own and other clubs for deliberation.
Any grading changes decided by the GC will be submitted to the JDC for review and endorsement.
The GC may propose changes to grades at any time from Round 3 until the halfway point of the regular season. In a 12-game regular season, this means final changes can be made prior to the start of round 7. In a 13-game regular season, this also means final changes can be made prior to the start of round 7.
Appeals to Grading
Appeals to grading may be submitted by a club’s Junior Delegate to the JDC after Round 3 up to the halfway point of the Regular Season for deliberation.
The JDC can consult with the GC on issues relating to appeals.
Upon rejection by the JDC, clubs will have the ability to appeal grading decisions to the SBA board.
Promotion/Relegation
There are no grading games at the start of the Winter season each year.
As described by SBA By-Law 8.28, there will be a Promotion and Relegation system at the start of the Winter season. As per the Summer season, final grades for Winter must adhere to the principles outlined in section 8 of this Grading Policy.
As per the Summer season, the JDC will supply team information to the GC who will make a determination of grades for all teams, which will be submitted to the JDC for review and endorsement.
As per the Summer season, the GC may propose changes to Winter season grades at any time from Round 3 until the halfway point of the regular season.
Considerations for the Betterment of the Competition
It is desired for each domestic club to be represented in Division 1 in each age group, and this must be the intent of each domestic club and considered when reviewing grading by the GC and JDC.
In the event that there are six or less teams in a Division 1 competition, the competition will extend to a minimum of 8 and maximum of 12 teams in total.
In the event that the initial Division 1 competition requires expansion as described in 8.2, there will be a Division 1A and Division 1B finals series. This will consist of ladder positions at the end of the regular season with 1-4 playing in the 1A and 5-8 in the 1B finals series, each in the normal 3 week finals series.
Where six teams or less teams have nominated for Division 1, grading will focus on teams nominated for Division 2 for which teams are most suitable for promotion into an expanded Division 1 competition.
In the event that Division 2 nominated teams have been integrated into an expanded Division 1 competition, the same principles will apply when assessing Division 3 nominated teams for promotion into higher divisions.
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